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WHAT ARE STANDARDS?

Standards are expectations that describe what students should -know and be able to do in- dxffcrcnt sub—-
jects. In 1995, the Pittsburgh School District adopted general standards that apply to- kmdcrgan:cn
through- ewelfth grade. Since then, District staff members have bccn translatmg those gcncra.l statéments;,

into grade level expectations.

HOW DO PITTSBURGH S . STAND'A-RDS COMPARE"‘-
STANDARDS SET AT THE STATE AT
INTERNATIONAL LEVELS? -,

CHlLDREN?

Standards tell parents what the School Dlsmct expects’ studcnts to leam For example,. standa.tds can~ glvc
parents more information abour a teacher’s goals for the class. that year; or whv a certain acuvxty was
assigned for homework. Because the learning process can't always be.caprured in wricten. statcmcnts. e
teachers may not.always be able to define what'they-do in terms-of standards. Still;working'in stan-
dards framework helps teachers communicate their goals more clearly to students. Standaids. ‘dlso give -

parents an effective means of communicating with teachers about their children’s. leammg

HOW WILL PARENTS KNOW IF THEIR CHILDREN"S
WORK MEETS STANDARDS-?: o S
Elementary school teachers use some measurements that focus on specific skills. For-rcad-ihg«;l.xc{.'wﬁﬁng.:
teachers keep “literacy inventories,” “running records,” and Wnting folders, and. cbnd'uct'”'l*"t]c ['a%scss--
ments. The results of these assessments can give parents more mformauon about whcthcr or'not- thclr )

children are meeting standards.

Using a “rubric,” or scoring guide, is another way thar teachers sometimes judge students™work. A. rubric;
which usually is ranked from 4-1 or 5-1 instead of A-F; outlines.in step-by-step detail the skills thar:a stu-
dent must demonstrate in order to meet a standard.. Students can use. rubrics to plan their:work, chcck their-
own work and thcxr classmates’ work, and revise their work to makc it better bcforc thev turn it m

The example on the. next page shows the rclat.ionship berween a stan_da.rd, a rubric, and.studcnt_.work._. :

To order additional free copies of this handbook,
call 412/434-0890, press 1.
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A THIRD GRADER'S
"RESPONSE TO READING"

THE ASSIGNMENT: PICK YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER FROM CATCH A SUNFLAKE. .
TELL WHY YOU PICKED THAT CHARACTER. '
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VV.THIRD GRADE READING STANDARD THAT IS REFLECTED

.|N THIS STUDENT\S WORK "

.\ S
. I:lnd information in books and rclatc mformauon o pcrsonal experience.

'f AT
’ 4 B

THE TEACHER'S RATING:"

v A
b Y

The student showed basic understanding of the, story Shc inclided a moderate amount of information about
the. story and made some personal connections with-it.

FEE
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2 The response shows that the student did not

A RUBRIC FOR “RESPONSE
TO READING™ '

>
Below is one of many possible rubrics that a teacher
could use to rate students’ work.

Rating ) Description

4 The response shows that the student thoroughly
understood what he or she read. A significant
amount of information about the story is
included, as well as meaningful information
that links the story- to the reader’s personal
experience or to other books. The writing
indicates that the-reader has reflected on the
stoty, connecting it to events.from his or her
own.life, or making a judgment abouc the
story. The main purpose of the response is
clearly to connect the meaning of the story to

_ the reader’s reflections about it. There are no
factual errors.

3 The response shows that the student under-
stood what he or she read and is able to write
. about it. A moderate amount of information
about the story is included. The reader makes
fairly basic connections between the méaning
of the story and his/her experiences. There are
nio major factual errors.

fully understand what he or she read. A small
amount of information about the story, is.
included. Some of the information included.
does not relate to the points the writer makes.
The student makes very basic connections ot
describes unrelated events or cxpcncnccs “There
may be factual errors.

1 The response shows chat, the studcnt undcr-
stood very little of what he or -she read, or *
misunderstood the story entirely. No information
about the story is included, or the information
seems to have been chosen at random
Connections to the Studcnts experience are
unclear, or rmssmg

[



EXPECTATlONS F'QR WRlTlNG

Children are asked to write m thc followmg forms:

JOURNAL: Informal. wnung w© tcﬂec: on experiences. events. and/or amdcnuc
progress; in a style thar meers.the. needs of the writer. “Field wrip 0 z00—saw blad(
bmpolarbmandsunme sun-bear for report.” :

".PERSONAL STORY A narrative” (wnung that follows a scqucncc of evcnts)
that dscnbes personal cxpcncnccs for: anothcr reader. “T ll never forger the:day

shie has read—maling connectiotis with the reader’s life, other books or ideas:
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears is about a g:rl who makes some stupid decisions.”

. BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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" RESPONSE T0- READING Wnung that expresses a reader’ views on what hc or _"

THE
sll

2

EADING:
25 BOOK
STANDARD
Students read books together in class and are also
expected to read independently.

INDEPENDENT READING
FIRST GRADE:
10 books or more

SECOND GRADE:

25 books or more, including at least three different
types of books (fiction and nonfiction) and at least

five different authors

THIRD THROUGH FIFTH GRADES:

25 books or more, including at least four different

types of books, at least five different authors, and at
| least four books or equivalents (such as magazines)

about one subject, of one type, or by one author

INFORMATIONAL WRITING: Wrmng that meets a rcadcrs need-for informa-

tion, such as 2 guide. a list of direcrions, oran mformatxvc dmcnpnon. “The

- first step in cooking bear meat is to- rcmovcall thc far,”

' CREATIVE WRITING: Writing based. on: ongmal dias. from the writer’ unagi
nauon, such as 2 pocm, a. play, ora ﬁ nal tory. :

) REPORT A cohcrcnt su.mmarv of rcsmrch on a toplc, mcludmg mformatlon _'

: er'smind. “Sorne: people think that i itis cruel’to kccp largc ammals in zoos, but ’
t.hcrc are many good things thar zoos do for ammals such! asb:zus.

S




R EADING

Identify and say the lecters of the alphabet.”
Recognize and sort capital and small lerters.
Identify and spell own name.

Know the s;)und/s that each letter makes by itself.

Know that words writcen.in English are read from
left to right and top to bottom..
Follow.writing with a ﬁ'gg.cr, moving from left to
right, pointing to scparatc-words. '

favorites.

Name and talk about the characters, settings and

events in stories.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Identify favorite books and talk about why they are -

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATES SHOULD...

Use pictures in books to guess-what words and sto-
ries mean. : .

Make connections between books, songs,.events and

personal experiences. ‘__

Know the difference between 4 letter, a word and a

_sentence.’

Know common “sight words (I go, this, look big,

my, me, am). -
Notice and invent thyming words.

Identify and sort words based on-their sounds (for
example: cat, mat, bat, rat; shut,’ sha:e, wish,

Bashlight).

WRITING

Understand that people write down their thoughts,
feelings and ideas.

Discuss ideas and draw picnm;.s as a way to plan
writing.

Write own name with correct q;piml and small letters.

" Begin writing from left to right;. top to bottom,

using some letters that match.sounds.

Read writing aloud to others;, usmg a ﬁngcr to follow

the words. p

Write (and draw pictures) for different reasons:
B

* To tell a story

* To describe thoughts and fcclinés} .

Use a computer to write. .

3

SPEAKING/LISTENING

Listen and respond to a range of stories and perfor-
mances, including puppet shows, plays, musical

shows, fantasy stories, non-fiction books and poetry.
Retell stories and events in order, with some details.

Use a loud, clear voice when speaking.

Know how to take turns with others while speaking,
playing, and listening. ~

Respond to and give simple directions.

Ask and answer different questions on a topic.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




FIRST GRADE GRADUATES SH

READING

Know consonant letter sounds (b/fig/w), short and
long vowel sounds (a/e/i/o/u) and sounds made-from
combinations of letters (sh/ch/-ck).

Use many strategies to read unknown words:
* Sound them out.
* Recognize “chunks” of sound: bat, cat..
seen...call, hall,

. * Look at parts of words to figure out the whole
* Ask “what word would make sense?”
* Look for clues, such as pictures or word pattetns.

~green,

Begin to read aloud with fluency, following each
word read with a finger, but striving to make words

flow.

Know common - sxght words (the, sajd little, what,
where, and, from,,dns) )

Thmk about, ma.ke connections and ask reflective
questions while reading. (“What is going on?” “Who

are the characters?” “How would I feel if T was in the .

story?” “What might happen next?”)

Know the main pafts of a book (title, author, illus-
trator, cover, table of contents, index).

Read different kinds of books, including fiction and

non-fiction.

Express and defend opinions about:

* Books and authors ‘

* Ideas found within books i
¢ Ideas inspired by books

Look at and talk about books in order to:

* Compare and contrast themes, word choice, illus-
trations and plot.

* Identify characters and main ideas.

* Notice different points of view.

WRITING

Wiite thoughts and feelings in sentences.

ERIC
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Consistently use spaces betwéen words when writing.

Use capital and small letters correctly in sentences.

Capiralize letters at the beginning of sentences and
use punctuation at the end of sentences.

When trying to spell words, sound out their begin-
ning, middle, and ending'*sounds.

Focus on a writing topic and begm to use interesting
words to describe ideas. R

When writing:

* Brainstorm (think of ideas). .
* Work with teachers to organize:thoughts.

* Write a draft, focusing on getting ideas on paper.
* Share writing with classmatés, ask for feedback,
and rewrite to clarify ideas.

* Edit work with other people to improve spelling
and punctuation.

* Publish (write a final copy), sharc and present work.

Write in different forms and identify different forms

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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of writing:

¢ Personal stories

* Fictional stories

* Responses fb'rcﬁaing
* Inforritational writing
* Journals

Listen and ask questions about tOpiCs | that are dls-
cussed in class, linking. qucstlons and: comments to
the topic.

Tell and retell stories and events ina scqueﬁce, usmg
details and interesting language:. . ot




READING

Know many basic “sight words” (because, group,

enough, nothing, already; together, through).
Identify and read smaller chunks of words within

- large words, noticing patterns and structures.

Use and name many other-strategies to read

unknown words:
e Ask “whalt word would mzllke sense?” .

* Look for clues, such as pictures or word patterns.
* Make predictions about meaning.
* Re-read for better understanding.

Read aloud with fluency and expression, striving for
flow between words and sentences, changing
thythm, pace and intonation to express meaning,

Think about, make connections and ask reflective
questions while reading. (“What is going on?”
“What do I know that is the same or different than
this?” “How would [ feel if I was in the story?”

“What might happen next?” “What would happen
lf 27

Identify and discuss themes, probl;ms/solutions,
main ideas, and the use of images and humor in

books.

Read different types of books, including fiction, -
non-fiction, poetry, fantasy, and folk cales.

Find information in books’ and i
* Summarize ideas. ' v

* Form opinions about ideas and information.

* Relate information to personal experience:
oo .
WRITING

Write in complete sentences, using ca xtal letters and
p
periods correctly.,

Begin to use commas correctly.

Spell common words and words that follow simple
spelling patterns correctly,

When writing: v
* Brainstorm (think of ideas).

* Organize thoughts (make a list or take notes).

ERIC
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SECOND Gl!ADE GRADUATES SHOULD.

* Write a draft focusing on getting ideas. on paper.

* Share wntmg with classmates, ask for feedback
and rewrite to clarify ideas.

* Edit—work with other people to improve gram-
mar and sentence and paragraph structure.

* Publish (write a final copy), share and present work.

Write in different forms and identify diﬂ‘erc.nt forms.

of writing;

* Personal stories

* Fictional stories

* Responses to reading

* Informational writing

* Journals

* Poetry

Select topics of i interest and suck to a topic when writing, .

Use details, images, a unique style, links to personal
experience, and supporting ideas in order to make
writing interesting,

=

Use a dictionary, a thesaurus and/or a computer to’
proofread, correct misspellings, find information and
publish work.

SPEAKING/LISTENING
Explain clearly how to solve a problem, step by step.

Participate in group discussions:

* Take turns.

* Link comments and questions to the topic.

» Recognize that group discussion is a shared experi-
ence for both listeners and speakers.

Speak loudly and clearly, making eye contact and
using supportive gestures.

Begin to summarize and paraphrase directions, informa-
tion and events.(“The directions said to lift the lever,
move the switch to the right and then open the door.
After that, we can roll the ball down the ramp.”)

Begin to use complex sentences while speaking.

Know ways to resolve conflicts and be able to help

_others resolve conflicts through discussion.

BESTCOPYAVAILABLE
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" Use and name many sgmtcgics to pronounce words
and read for meaning;
* Ask “what word would make sense?”

* * Look for clues, such as context, pictures or word
patterns.
* Make predictions about meaning.
* Re-read to check for meaning while looking for
familiar patterns or contexts.
* Ask questions while reading to find themes, pat-
terns and deeper meanings. ¢

Read aloud with expression, flow, rhythm, pace and

intonation that is similar to everyday speech.

Notice new vocabulary words and ask questions about
them. Relate new words to personal experience.

Identify and discuss themes, levels of meaning, the
concepts of metaphor and irony, and important
information in books.

Identify and discuss characters’ motives, the believ-
ability of plots/themes and the differences between
types of books.. B

Know how to_";'r‘lakcﬁnd defend jud.gmcntS about

Q
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THIRD GRADE GRADUATES SHOULD.

READING

books, authors, characters, themes, and ideas within
books, relating judgments to personal éxperience.

Read different types of books, induding fiction,
non-fiction, poetry, fantasy; folk tales, and'biogra-

phy, focusing on one type orone author.

Find information in books and:
* Summarize ideas. - :

* Form opinions about ideas and information.
* Relate information to personal experience.

* Identify important and unimportant information.
WRITING
Write in complete sentences, using capital letters and

punctuation correctly and appropnatc paragraphs
and sentence structure.

Begin to use commas, apostroplln.as and quotation
marks correctly throughout wntmg

Spell words correctly on final’ 'c'opx&swUsc resources
(other people, classroom “word walls; books; charts,
computer spcll check) to ﬁnd correct spelhngs

W AL

Es . of view and a style
of Wridng Use
e dctalls, tmages,
metaphors! a unique

stylc, lmks to

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
9 .

personal experience, and supporting reasons to make
writing interesting. ‘
* Share writing with classmates, ask for feedback,
and rewrite to clarify ideas.

* Edic—work with other people to improve gram- -
mar and sentence and paragraph structure:

* Publish (write a final copy), share and present work.

Write in different forms and idendify different forms
of writing:

* Personal stories

* Fictional stories

* Responses to reading
* Informational writing
* Journals

* Reports

* Poetry

* Autobiographies

* Persuasive essays

Use a dictionary, a thesaurus and/or a computer to
proofread, correct misspellings; find ‘information,
add depth to writing, and publish work.

SPEAKING/LISTENING

Summarize and paraphrase directions, information
and events. ’

Use complex sentence structures and interesting

words while speaking. -

Speak loudly and clearly, r_naki_g':g,cyc contact and
using supportive gcsfurcs persuasively.

Participate in group discussions:

* Take wrns.

* Link comments and:questions to the topic.

* Recognize that group. discussion is a shared experi-
ence for both listeners and speakers.

Know ways to’resolve conflicts and be able to help
others resolve contlicts through discussion.

Notice and adapt to audience responses while speaking.

Give formal presencations on different subjects.




|'READING :

- Use and name many strategies to pronounce words
and read for meaning;
* Find context clues.
* Make predictions about meaning.
* Re-read to check for meaning while looking for
familiar patterns or contexts.
* Go back over what was read to ask darifying ques-
tions, looking for deeper meanings and themes.

Read aloud with expression, flow, thythm, pace and

intonation that is similar to everyday speech.

Notice and ask questions about new vocabulary
words. Relate new words to personal experience.
Use a glossary and a thesaurus to expand vocabulary.

Read different types of books, including fiction,
non-fiction, poetry, fantasy, folk tales, and biogra-
phy, focusing on one type or one author.

Think deeply about books:

* Identify themes.

* Notice different levels of meaning.

- * Find examples and discuss the concepts of
metaphor and irony.

* Discuss points of view and compare the styles of
different authors. )

* Notice authors’ biases, assumptions and motives.
* Discuss how authors try to persuade an audience.

Make and defend judgments about.authors, characters,
themes, and ideas within books, relating judgments
to personal experience and supporting thcsc judg-
ments with evidence.

Find information in books and:

* Summarize and paraphrase ideas.

* Form opmxons, d:aw conclusions and defend judg-
ments.

* Identify important and unimportant information.

* Make inferences (logical guesses) about mfomxauon
* Identify stereotypes..

+ Distinguish-between valid arguments (thosc that
can be supported with evidence) and invalid argu- '
ments (those that can't be supported with evidence).

Find materials and research a topic, using primary
research (incerviews, letters requesting information,
surveys, original written sources) and secondary

ERIC
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research (books, maga.zins or films that present infor-

mation from another researcher’s point of view).

Know that wnung comes in different formats
(advertising copy, web pages, brochures) Notice and
make judgments about the rolé of media in society,
including advcmsmg, television, ﬁlms, magazines,
the Internet, and public art.

WRITING

Write using correct En.glish:
* Sentence and paragraph structure
* Capitalization and punctuation’

* Spelling
Use a variety of words and sentences.

When writing:

¢ Brainstorm (think of ideas) and organize thoughts
(use notes and lists to make an outline).

* Develop a specific purpose or audience.

* Write a draft, focusing on getting ideas on paper.
* Suppor ideas in differenc ways—personal experi-
ence, research data, connections to book passages,
and quotations from other people.

* Use transitions that link thoughts in meaningful ways.
* Use appropriate concluding statements.

* Share writing with classmates, ask for feedback,
and rewrite to clarify ideas.

* Edit work with other people to improve word

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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"« Informational writing

- choxce and sentence structure, add dctads and focus

the overall message. _
* Publish (write a final copy), share and present
work in a variety of ways.

Write and identify different types of writing:
* Autobiographies

¢ Fictional stories

* Responses to reading

* Journals

* Reports

* Poetry

* Persuasive essays

Exl:;crimcnt with point of view, style, and type of
writing (genre), being creative to make writing more
vivid and interesting. Consider details, images,
metaphors, uniqueness, links to personal experience,
and supporting reasons.

Use a dictionary, a thesaurus and/or a computer to
proofread, correct misspellings, find information,
add depth to writing and publish work.

SPEAKING/LISTENING

Participate in a formal meeting (a private meeting or
a public event) and/or an interview,

Give formal presentations and reports on different
subjects, using notes.

Be able to initiate new topics for discussion and add
new ideas to topics being discussed.

Summarize and paraphrase information and ideas as
a way to engage a conversational partner (“When

you said...,” “I understand this to mean...).

Speak clearly, using eye contact, loudness, pacing,
posture, and supportive gestures persuasively.

Participate in group discussions:

* Take turns.

* Link comments and questions.to the topic.

* Recognize that group discussion is a shared experi-
ence for both listeners and speakers. -

Participate in group decisions and think of ideas for
solving problems cooperatively.

Notice and adapt to audience responses while speaking, |
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FIFTH GRADE GRADUATES SHOULD...

READING

Use and name many strategies to pronounce words
and read for meaning:

* Find contexc-clues:

* Make predictions about meaning.

* Re-read to check for meaning while looking for
familiar patterns or contexts.

* Go back over what was read to ask clarifying ques-
tions, looking for deeper meanings and themes. -

Read aloud with expression, flow, thythm, pacc and
intonation that are similar to everyday speech.

Notice and ask questions about new vocabulary
words. Relate new words to personal experience.
Use a glossary and a thesaurus to expand vocabulary.

Read different types of books, including fiction,
non-fiction, poetry, fantasy, folk tales, and biogra-
phy, focusing on two t6 three types (genres) or two
to three authots.

Think deeply about books, including books from
different cultures: '

* Identify themes.

* Notice different levels of meaning.

* Find examples and discuss the concepts of
metaphor and irony.

* Discuss points of view and compare the styles of
different authors.

* Notice authors’ biases, assumptions and motives.
* Discuss how authors try to-persuade an audience.
* Critique ideas and writingstyles in books in order
to think of different ways of writing.

Make and defend judgments-persuasively:about
authors, characters, themes, and ideas within books,
relating judgments to personal experience. and sup-
porting these judgments wnth evidence:.

* Interpret: paraphrase ideas using personal Judgmcncs
* Analyze: scparatc mto pa.rts asa way to: undcrstand
the whole.

* Evaluate: make a judgment.

* Reflect: think back on the experience of rcadmg

and make connections to other experiences.

'l

Find information in books and:

* Summarize and paraphrase ideas.

* Form opinions, draw conclusions and defend judg-
ments.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

* Identify i 1mponant and ummportant mformauon

Makc mfcrcncs (loglml gumss) ‘about: mformauon

be supported wnth evrdcncc) and’ invalid argumcms
(those that cant be supported wrch cwdence)

hatA

research. (interviews, letters requ ting' mformauon,
surveys; ongmal written sources and‘scoonda.ry
research (books, magazines or ﬁlms'that;present infor-
mation from another, mméh s.pomt_of vxcw)

S J
Know that wrmng comes i drffcrcnt formats (advcr—
tising copy, web pages, brochures) 'mﬂucnce society

in different ways. Notice and makc j dgmems about the
role of media in society; mdudmg adverusmg, television,
films, magazines, the Intcmct, and public art.

WRITING

e ;,_i,‘. :"?"'
‘Write using correct English:

* Sentence and paragraph structure - :

* Capitalization, punctuation, and spcllmg

* Citations.(Jones, Dr. Mlchael Pnttsburgh in the
1920s. New York: Books Yw.h' Press, 1998)

Use a variety of words and sentences.. .

When writing:

¢ Brainstorm (think of 1dcas) and organize. thoughcs
(use notes and lists to makc an outline).

* Develop a specific purposc or audience.

* Write a draft, focusing on gcttmg ‘idéas on paper.

* Support ideas in drffcrcnt ways—personal experi-
ence, research data, connections to book passages,
and quotations from otlier;people: .

+ Use transitions that link thoughts in mmmgful ways.
* Use appropriate concludmg statements.

+ Share writing with classm tes, ask for feedback,
and rewrite to clarify. 1dcas
* Edit—work with ot.hcr pcoplc to .improve word
choice and sentence structurc, add dctarls and focus
the overall message. . e
¢ Publish (write a final oopy), share and present work
in a variety of ways. :

Write in different forms and ldcntlfy different forms
of writing: HnL
* Autobiographies

* Fictional stories

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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¢ Responses to reading
. Informauonal writing
. ]ournals

* Reports

* Poetry

* Persuasive essays

Produce one quality piece of fiction, non-ﬁctron,
poetry or drama, following its seylistic rules.

Experiment with point of view, style and type of
writing (genre), being creative-to make writing more
vivid and interesting. Consider details, images, )
metaphors; uniqueness, links to pcrsonal experience,
and supporting reasons.

Write using different tcchmques, mcludmg dialogue,
emotional images, dlffcrcnt types « of languagc, and
unique details.

. Sty et
Use a dictionary, a thesaurus and/or a computer to
proofread, correct misspellings, ﬁnd mformatnon,

add depth to writing, and publrsh work.
SPEAKlNG/LISTENlNG-

Participate in conferences, group mectmgs, and
interviews. ‘

Give formal presentations and reports on ‘various
subjects, following organized notes: and reciting some

ideas from memory.

Be able to initiate new topics for discussion 'and add
new ideas to topics being discussed.

Summarize and paraphrasc mformauon and ideas as
a way to engage a conversational partner (“When

you said...,” “I undcrstand 'this to mean...”).

Speak clearly, using eyc contact, loudncss, pacmg,
posture, and suppomvc ‘gestures pcrsuaswcly

Participate in group dlSCussnonS

o Take turns. - % 2%

* Link comments and questions to the topic.

* State ideas- persuaswcly

» Recognize that | group discussion is a'shared cxpcrn-
ence for both listeners and speakers.

Participate:in group decisions and think. of ideas for
solving problems cooperatively. -

Notice and adapt to audlcnoe mponsa while speaking.




OUR MISSION

The Plttsbu.rgh Council on Pubhc Educauon is an mdependent, cxr.vwrde citizen voice
working to énsure. that every child in thtsburgh receives. the. l'ughCSt quahty pubhc
-education. We provrde mformanon on key educanon 1ssucs, and work thh _parens,

--students, and communiry. members 1) assume leadersfup Toles i in therr schools- D

The Pmsbutgh Councxl on . Public Educauon envrsxons a. umted' commumty of
parents and citizens who are knowledgeable about pubhc educauon issues and who
together create equitable. accessible. and hrgh qualicy pubhc schools thar produce
educared citizens who are confident of their abxhtv to Iearn and to achieve thexr
hxgheSt p0tenr.1al throuvhout their lives..

OUR CORE BELIEFS

* All chrldren are entitled to free and equal access to quahty pubhc educauon that

responds to the dxverse needs of individuals and- famrhcs, B _,

* Every community has assets that can be tapped 0 support schools and students;

. Parents and community members must be involved in decisions regardmg

smdent educatxon and achievement: e L

. Collaboratxon must be central in all iniiatives tnat carry forw: ard each publxc

school’s mlssxon,

* Grassroots. organizing remains a primary vehicle for the engagement of parents

and commuinity members in addressing the racial and economic achievement gap;
" Ourreach and support efforts must be targeted to Parent School Commumty _

Councxls (PSCCs) and other parent leaders to energrze and empower them in rherr

work; " o

. Reducmg school vrolence and decreasmg bigotry depends on explormg new

approaches tobuxldmo a greater sense of tolerance and community.

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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ALCOA FOUNDATION

BELL ATLANTIC FOUNDATION
BIRMINGHAM FOUNDATION
THE BUHL FOUNDATION, HENRY C. FRICK EDUCATIONAL FUND
EDEN HALL FOUNDATION
EDUCATION POLICY & ISSUES CENTER
THE GRABLE FOUNDATION
HOWARD HEINZ ENDOWMENT
VIRA 1. HEINZ ENDOWMENT
JEWISH HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION
RICHARD KING MELLON FOUNDATION
HOWARD & NELL E. MILLER FOUNDATION
THE PITTSBURGH FOUNDATION
PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK
URBAN AFFAIRS FOUNDATION, UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION
WESTINGHOUSE FOUNDATION

PITTSBURGH COUNCIL ON PUBLIC EDUCATION

C’ommunity Champions for Children’s Achievement
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